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Next meeting at: 

  October 3rd. 
9:00 AM at the Field 
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DANNY BRAVO 
PRESIDENT 

TOMMY ROGERS 
V.P. 

GARY GONELLA 
V.P. 

JEFF WESTLEY 
SECRETARY 

GARY FUNKHOUSER 
TREASURER 

STEVE BALL 
P. R. 

OPEN POSITION 
EDITOR 

Nominations will be accepted at the October meeting, before 
the elections. 

You still have a chance to run for office. 



 

 



 

 

Oh, way back in March of this year I ac-
quired a mostly built Topflight Kit of the 
Cessna 182 which was donated to the club 

by a retired hobbyist. 
It was in very sad 
shape with lots of 
hanger rash and 
chewed on by ro-
dents. Still the bones 
looked good,  

surprisingly, there was little interest in it by 
our fellow club members. I ended up putting 
in a ridiculous bid and was surprised it was 
accepted.  

 

The model kit was almost complete; win-
dows, decals, Saito 150 engine, servos, and 
interior kit. It was missing the front  

windshield which I ended up bringing in 
from The Netherlands. Also missing were 
the plans. 

 

The cost to 
complete the 
project was 
$716 according 
to the receipts I 
kept. Brother 
Kevin stepped 
up to help with 
some of the 
cost. The expensive parts were the lighting 
system ($237) and the fiberglass parts 
($116).  

 

I must say, it was truly a joy to work on this 
over the months. It seemed that there was 
an engineering challenge around every cor-
ner! So many opportunities to be creative. I 
often would go into the house and explain to 
my wife how lucky she is to be married to a 
genius! 

 

 

 

Finally, it was ready for its maiden flight on 
September 5. I did the “show and tell” at the 
club meeting and later that morning attempt-
ed to fly it. I had, by the way rehearsed in 
my mind just how it was going to take off 
and fly.  

 

The Cessna was 
set up with, on a 
level surface, too 
much angle of at-
tack in the wing. I 
had shortened the 
front strut as much as I thought could, main-
taining just 2” of prop clearance from the 
runway. With this angle of attack, the Cess-
na, when powered up, very shortly began to 
fly. In other words, it “jumped” into the sky 
with very little airspeed. The result was a 
“stall” on takeoff.  

I had rehearsed this in my mind, but simply 
forgot about holding a little “down elevator” 

during the runout until 
I had sufficient 
ground speed for 
takeoff. So, the result 
was it just went nose 
up and sharp turned 
to the right, crashed 
into the runway. To-
taled, unrepairable. It 
should be considered 
Pilot Error. 

 

The lesson: Always develop enough ground 
speed prior to lift off so that the aircraft has 
enough airspeed for the control surfaces to 
work.  

 

That’s Model Aviation! 

Jeff Westley. 
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On Wednesday afternoon (9/10) I received a phone call from 
a horseback rider who said he and his wife had found an  
airplane in the field and wanted someone to come by and 
pick it up.  It was determined that it was some sort of jet.  
The  rider explained that it looked to be in good shape and 
only needed minor repairs.  I thanked him, got his phone 
number and address.  I then sent out an email to all  
members on 9/11 to see if anyone was missing a jet plane. 
No one responded, so on Sunday 
9/13 I asked Steve Ball to drive to the 
riders home (they live in Norco) and 
pickup the jet that I was told was in 
good shape and did not need much 
to repair it. 
 
So to make a long story long short, I 
would  say that good shape is just 
like Beauty.  It’s all  in the eye of the 
beholder. 
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At the membership meeting on September 5th.  We had a free raffle 
for any members that brough their Blue tickets. 
 

The prizes were: 
 

Breitling Super ARF 
Turnigy  TGY-I10  - 10 Ch. 2.4 Transmitter. 

Tactic  TTX61U  -  6 Ch. 2.4 SLT Transmitter. 
 

Len 
wins  

TACTIC 

LEO 
wins 

Turnigy 

LEO 
wins 

Airplane 

Don’t forget, every time you help at an event you get tickets. 
 

Come to the monthly meeting you will get a ticket. 
 

You could be the next winner. 



 

 www.iercc.net | INLAND EMPIRE R/C CLUB | 7 

 
 
 

 

On Sunday 9/20 one of our pilots lost control of his airplane and it 
went in nose first  on the east side of the hill.  A small fire started to 
spread in the dry brush.  But the members present did not hesitate, 
they grabbed their fire extinguishers and headed to the area. 

They were able to contain and extinguish the flames even before the 
fire department arrived.  GREAT JOB 

FIRE SPOTTED FIRE’S OUT STILL BURNING 

MEMBERS CHECK 

FIRE TRUCK 
ARRIVES 

FIRE TRUCK 
LEAVING 

LEO - OUR CAMERAMAN & 
FIRE FIGHTER 

HELPING JOHN 
WITH CUT FINGERS 

This is the 
reason why 
we require 

that all  
members 
have a fire  

extinguisher  
at their  
station. 
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Name: _____________________________________         Phone #: _______________________ 

 

Address: ____________________________________ City: _____________________ Zip: _______ 

 

Paid by:  

 

Check:                     Check #: __________       

 

Cash:  

Mail Order Form with Check 
 or Money Order  

(do not send cash)  

to: 

Inland Empire R/C Club 
C/o George Mena 

2713 Blue Fox Drive 
Ontario, CA 91761 

Size: Qty: Price Ea: Sub Total: 
      

Medium   $18.00    

Large   $18.00    

X-Large   $18.00    

XX-Large   $18.00    

XXX-Large   $18.00    

    

Hats   $13.50    

    

  
Order Total: 

  

    

Black adjustable 
hat with logo. 

$14.00 Ea. 

Front of t-shirt 
Logo over  

pocket. 

Back of t-shirt 
Large logo on 

back. 

$18.00 Ea. 

Paid in Person 



 

 

 

E-Mail: 

inlandempirercclub@gmail.com 

 If you would like to have something printed in “The 

Flight Box” Please send your article to: 

 

• Classified ads are free to all club members.  
$10.00 for 3 months for non-members 

• Ads will be posted for only 3 months unless 
additional time is requested by seller/buyer 

• Ad listing must be radio control related (i.e. 
planes, boats, cars, etc.) 

• Ad listings can include: items for sale, wanted 
items, trade, or fabrication services. 

• Contact the editor at 909-731-1339 

Flight Instructors 

• Gary Funkhouser (951) 688-2462 
Availability: Saturday & Sunday 

 
Interested in being a flight instructor?  Please 
contact the on the names above and make an 

appointment. 

Store Hours 
 

Monday through Saturday 

10:00 AM till 8:00PM 
 

Sunday 

10: 00 AM till 5:00 PM 
 

Hobby Town USA 
 

351 Magnolia Ave., Suite 101 

Corona, CA 92879 

951-272-4020 
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